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“To keep mine honor from corruption 


** But such an honest chronicler.” 
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Destruction of the Mamalukes. 
[From Bell’s Weekly Messenger.) 
The foliowing narrative is said to be extracted 
ftom the papers of a gentleman who was travelling 


in Egypt, in the capacity of Travelling Fellow of 


the university at Cambridge, at the time the massa- 
ere took place: 

Egvpt has ever been considered by the Mamalukes 
as their patrimony; and so deeply was this idea 
jmpressed upon their minds by long possession and 
undisturbed enjoyment, that they complained of the 
infringement of their rights, when upon the evacua- 
tion of the English army, the Porte was reinstated 
in its original authority. But had it even been 
consistent with justice to restore to the Mamalukes 
their usurped dominion, such conduct would scarce- 
ly have been reconcileable to sound policy; since 
their numbers have been so much reduced by the 
superiority of the French arms, as to incapacitate 
them from defending the country against the attacks 
of a foreign invader, or even from suppressing the 
languid efforts which the native Egyptians might 
make against the tyranny of their masters. Yet 
the Beys, though sensible of their weakness, still 
sighed for the pleasure of unlimited dominion, of 
which they. had been so lately deprived; their obe- 
dience to the Turkish viceroy, except when enforc- 
ed by arms, was nearly nominal, and the operations 
of his government were perpetually embarrassed 
and resisted by Mamaluke intrigue or rebellion.— 
They Were carrying on open war in upper Egypt 
against Mohainmed Ali, the present viceroy and 
Pacha, and were even then on the eve of extermina- 
tion, when the news arrived of the landing of ihe 
British army under general Fraser. Upon the receipt 
of his intelligence, the Pacha immediately con- 
cluded a peace with the Mamalukes, as his less dan- 
gerous enemies, and led his troops against the Bri- 
tush, with what success is too well known. In one 
of the articles of that treaty, it was stipulated that 
the whole corps should come and reside at Cairo; 
with this condition great part of them comple’); 
and, under the comm. wre ot Sciaim Bey, fixed their 
residence at Gizeh, near the cupital, but on the op- 
posite bank of ihe Nile: the remainder, under the 
command of Ibrahim Bey, continued in Upper E- 
gypt. The Bevs, convinced of the inutiliiy of con- 
ten ‘ing against a man who Was their equal m fraud, 
and their superior in force, relinquished for the 
present, their aitempi to overthrow the Pacha’s au- 
thority; waiting until one of these sudden convul- 
sions to which Oriental despotism is subject, sioulc 
remove or enfeebie the objec: of their apprehen- 
sions, and open a way to the recovery uf their for- 
mer influence. 

About this period, the Porte entertained consid- 


er:ble- alarm on account of the rapid progress of 


the Weehabt. Mecha and Medina were in the pos- 


Session of these seceders from the catholic faith of} 


Go 


Islamism; and the head of the law at Constanti- 
nople had asserted, that misfortune must attend all 
their undertakings, so long as the cradie of their 
faith remained in the hands of heretics. Jussuf, 
pacha of Damascus, had not been abie .o resist ‘he 
numbers and the enthusiasm of tiuis new sect; and 
Suliman, paca of Acre, had in consequence been 
commissioned to send the head of Jussut to Con- 
stantinople; and assume the command of the 
Pachalik of Damascus. The unfortunate Jussuf 
fled to Cairo, where he was hospitably redhead by 
M:hommed Ali, and protected from the aitempts 
of his rival; and the Porte finding Suliman no bet- 
ter able than Jussuff to support its authority 
against its infidel impugners, at las: ordered the 
pacha of Egypt to undertake the recovery of the 
holy cities, and promised to inves: lin with the 
government of Damascus and Acre. 

The pacha of Acre was already highly ex»spe- 
rated against the viceroy of Egypt on account of 
the asylum granted to his unfortunate p: edecessor; 
and this order and promise oi the Porte at once 
increased his desire for revenge, and presented an 
opportunity of gratifying it. He listened with 
eagerness to the proposzl made to him, by the 
Mamalukes of joining his forces with theirs, and of 
falling upon Mahommed Ali and the smail re- 
mains of his army which wouid be left in Egypt 
after the departure of the rs ion against Mecca 
under the command of iis son. The pian was ma- 
tured and the period of its execution seemed fast 
approaching; as the pacha of Egypt had assem- 
bied a number of boats, nearly sufficient to con- 
vey his troops down tie Red Sea to Gedda, and 
his army was collected and encamped near Cairo, 
in readiness to march down to the coast. But the 
}jealousy and vigilance of the viceroy was as great 
as the treachery of his enemies. A person in the 
confidence of Sciaim Bey had been bribed to betray 
his master, and regularly transmicied to the 
pacha copies of the corresponder ice Curried on by thie 
Beys 0: Cairo with those in Upper Egypt and Suli- 


imanofAcre. The porte was dnly intormed of tie 


desigis of the conspirators, and when its dcfiniive 
orders Were received, the viceroy Immediaiely pres 
pared to carry thei into execuuon. 

Mahommed Ali, on his reiurn from Suez ‘to 
Cairo, announced the upproaching completion of 
his preparations against Meccs; and that therefore 
on tue first of March he should ceiebrate the grand 
festival on the occasion of solematly investing his 
son, Tussom Pacha, with the peiisse oi command, 
previous to the depariure oi tie expediuon. The 
Magn: tlukes in Ciuro were requesied to honor the 
ceremony with their presence; and accepted che in- 
vitaiion, ‘The procession wis to pass Wrough the 
priva.e streets oi Cairo, up to Jie citadel, Wie e 
tie InVvVesture Was to take pixce: ‘Toe Turkish ine 
ianiry led the Way, and was foilowed by lic Maude 

maiukes on horseback, under the comanand of 
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Sciaim Bey, who was supported by two sons of the 
viceroy Ibrahim Bey, and Tussum Pacha; the 
Delhatri or Turkish cavalry followed, and closed 
the procession. The foot had already entered the 
interior of the citadel, and the Mamalukes pressing 
between the inner and outer wall of the fortress, 
along a narrow way inclosed on beth sides by high 
walls and ruined buildings, when the gates at each 
extremity of the passage were closed. The pacha 
had revealed his intention to no one until this mo- 
ment, when he ordered his infantry to line the walls 
which surrounded the Mamalukes, and to com- 
mence a heavy fire upon them; even his sons were 
still mixed with them, and for a time exposed to 
the same fate. The Mamalukes, cooped up ima 
Narrow space, where their equestrian skill, and 
their dexterity in the use of the sabre, were uns- 
vailing; impeded by their own numbers, encum- 
bered by their dresses of ceremony, and surrounded 
on all sides by an enemy superior im force and pro- 
tected by his situation, made but a feeble resis- 
tance, and were soon compelled to surrender. The 
wicket of the inner gute was then opened and the 
Turkish soldiers dragged out their victims one by 
one into the court of the citadel, where they were 


| and it was not until the houses of the Mamalukes 
were already stripped of every thing valuable, that 
he sall.ed out at the head ofhis guard, and by the 
instant execution of the most active delinquents, 
put a stop to farther depredation, and delivered the 
inhabitants of Cairo from the apprehensions of 9 
general sack and massacre. 

The day after this butchery, the heads of thebeys 
and principal cachefs, to the number of twenty-four, 
were forwarded to Constantinople. An order was 
given at the same time for the slaughter of all the 
remaining Mamalukes in Egypt. In the course of 
the month seven or eight hundred were destroyed 
im the towns and villages; and the beads of such as 
had been taken in the neighborhood of the capital, 
were brought on camels to Cairo, and daily exposed 
before the gates of the citadel. A large body of 
troops marched immediately against the beys jm 
upper Egypt, who were encamped near the Cata- 
racts, at the head of eight or nine hundred Mama. 
luke sabres, with a considerable body of negroes 
and Arabs, under the command of Ibrahim Bey. — 
This chieftain is, with the exception of Osmap 
Bey Hassan, the only leader of note who suryives 
and is well known as such to every English an 


first stripped and then beheaded. ‘They met their} French commander who has served m Egypt. But 


fate, it is said, with the most undaunted courage; 


both he and Osman are incapacitated by age from 


regretting only that the cowardice of their adver-|acting with energy proportioned to their difficul- 
saries had deprived them of an opportunity of dis-|ties, and from supporting the fatigues incident 10 


playing that bravery and skill which the Turks 


theirerratic mode of warfare. Indeed, areport has 


‘had so often and so fatally experienced; and mena-|laiely reached England, that the pacha’s troops had 
ced their executioners with the vengeance of their|surprised the Mamalukes of Upper Egypt, and 


brethren in Upper Egypt. Sciaim Bey was 
brought alive into the presence of the pacha, who 
reproached him with his treachery to himself, and 
with the assassination of his adopted father, Eifi 
Bey; and then ordered him to be Jed away to exe- 
-cution. Someof the Mamalukes, whilst the atten- 
tion of the Turks was engaged by the slaughter 
of their companions, succeeded in climbing over 
the walls which enclosed them; most of these, 


succeeded in destroying the last remains of thjs 
singular people, which had subsisted under such va- 
ried fortune from the days of Saladin to the present 
period. 

The beys whe perished on the first of March last, 
were:—Sciaim Rey Elfi, Achmet Bey, Murad Bey, 
J:chia Bey, Noman Bey, Emim Bey, Hussein Bey, 
the elder, Hussein Bey, the younger, of the house 
of Elfi; Suliman Bey, Rosehwan Rey, Ibrahim Bey, 


however, unable to escape out of the precincts of} Achmet Bey, of the house of Elbucb; Jussuff Bey 


‘the citadel, were taken and beheaded in the course 
of that or the following day; three of them con- 
trived to secret themselves for nearly a week 
amongst the dilapidated buildings at the fortress, 
and when almost expiring with hunger, were dis- 
covered and shared the fite of their comrades.— 
Several who had concealed themselves until the 
first fury of their murderers was overpast, were 


Abujah; Marzue Bey, sen of Ibrahim the Great, 
Ali Bey el Fajumi, Achmet Bey Cherengi; with 
five other Beys.of less note. 

Emim Rey E/fi, and Achmet Bey Elfi, (two who 
accompanied Elfi Bey to England) were reported 
to have escaped. It was said, that on seeing the 
inner gates of the citadel closed, they immed.ately 
suspected treachery, and, being in the rear of the 


suffered to live for some time in the dungeons of} Mamaluke procession, had time to.turn round and 


the castle; and the pacha, when his safety required 
no farther bloodshed, was disposed to spare their 
lives; but the Chiaja Bey, viceroy licutenant, 
hearing of this intended clemency, and doubting 
the policy of it, immediately caused his prisoners 
to be privately execuied, before the intelligence 
of their pardon could be officially announced to 
him, Of eight hundred Maimalukes who were en. 
closed within the walls of thé citadel, it is not cer- 
tainiy known that any eseaped, except a few boys, 
who owed their saftty to their extreme youth and 
personal aitractions, During the carnage, the 
Delhati, against whom the gates of the cjt:.de! had 
been closed, ufer the entry of the Mamalukcs, by 
way of equivalent for the:r absence from the slaugh- 
ter, began to plunder the houses of the Beys.— 
Tieir women, their money, their jewels, horses, 
and arms, fell all into the bands of ihe spoilers — 


escaped before the outer gates were closed upon 
them. It is not probable, however, that they were 
thus fortunate, as the officers of the pacha asserted 
that their heads were amongst the number of those 
sent to Constantinople. The principal beys who 
remained in March last in command in_ Upper 
Egypt, were Ibrahim Bey the Great, Osman Bey 
Hassan, Selim Bey Machrami, Achmet Bey Muin- 
fauch, Ala Bey Ajub. 
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New-Zealand Flax. 


The flax of New-Zealand has been repeatedly 
offered to the atteniion of the institution of the arts 
in France, and Labillardiere has communicated the 
result of his experiments, which. he fully describes. 
Tie result is, that the Indian cordage had its 
strength represented by the power of seven, that ¢! 








This pillage indeed, was conirary to the orders of| flax between eleven and tweive, that of hemp be- 


the pacha, whe had no intention that so valuable a 
booty should be lost to himself; but he could not 
leave unfinished the work of death in the citadel; 


“ween sjx.een and seventeen, that of the flax 0° 
New-Zealand, which is the Phormium tenax of Li- 


naus, between twenty-ilree und twenty-four, and 
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that by silk of thirty-four. And ‘that the quantity 
in which they stré:ch before they 


forbidden to cause any ram whatever to be castrated, 


break, is another juntil one of our said inspectors shall have examin 


proportion which he represents for the Indian cor-|the animals both oid and’ young; shall have given 


New-Zealand flax, one’ and an half, and five for silk. 


dage at two and an half, for the flax at half, for the |to the sheep owner an attestation thereof; shall have 


chosen rams for the depots, and shall have licensed 


The report ends in a recommendation of the New-/the castraiion of those lefi defective, which he shall 
Zealand flax, which might be cultivated in France. |mark for that purpose. The surplus shall be bought 


In the recommendation he says, “It is easy to per-|from time to time on account of government. 
ceive all the advantages which may result from the} 9. Every owner of a flock of the mixed breed, 
culiivation of this valuable plant, particularly for |who is within the depot, and to whom the depot can 
our marine, and in regard to the burdén of the ves-jfurnish rams for his ewes, shall be held bound to 
sels, for in a 74 we allow 68 thousand weight for {have all his males to be castrated. 
the cordage used upon her. The flax of New-Zea-| 10. Any breach of the articles shall be asee 
land would lessen the weight more than one half, and|ed by the inspectors of the flocks, or, at their re- 
by diminishing the weight of the cordage reserved | quisition, by the officers of the police, and punished 
below decks, it would admit more ar‘icles of the|by confiscation of the castrated animals, in the case 
first necessity. As the cordage lessens in diameter,|described by the article 8, and thé animals not cas- 
and not in strength, the vessel might sail better,|trated, in the case described, by article 9, and fur- 
and ihe cordage being smaller and lighter than that|ther, by the penalty of not less than one hundred, 
of hemp, fewer hands would be required to manage | and not more than one thousand frances, which shall, 
it, and so more Vessels might be navigated with|however, be doubled in case the offence being re- 
fewer hands. (Essex Reg. |pea‘ed. 
11. There shall be for the superintendarice and 
Merino S heep. inspection of the depots, for the purpose of making 
so : purchases, and exercising the police, four inspec- 

France and America are at this the, (says alate |1 or. general, and a comman inspector for each dis- 
Glasgow paper,) indefat igable in their respective ex-| trict, the extent of which shall be regulated by our 
ertions to propagate, as extensively as possible, the |) inister of the interior. 
breed of merino sheep, with the evident view of ri-| 19 ‘The inspec ors general shall be char fo 
valing, in time, the woollen manufactures of Great! yi.it, once a year, every depot, and every flock of 
Britain. The followmg decree by Bonaparte plainly ‘pure and improved blood, each in that part of the 
manifests his views of this important subject. empire which shall be assigned to him; make pur- 

COPY. chases of rams on account of government, compre- 
Palace of the Thuilleries, March 8, 1811. hending all the information which he can obtain 
Napoleon, Emperor of the French, King of Italy, with respect to this branch of rural economy. 

Protector of the Confederation of the Rhine, 13. The common inspectors shaH superintend 

Mediator of the Swiss Confederacy, &c. &c. K&c. the depots, distribute the rams for the season, visit 
On the report of our minis‘er of the interior, and the flocks which they are serving; precribe saluta- 

our council of state having heard the same, we ry measures, and cause them to be executed; im- 

have decreed as follows: spect the pure and improved flecks, as well as cor- 

Formation of Depots of Merino Rams. respond with the minisier of ihe interior, the pre- 

Article lL—In the course of the vear 1811 and fect and inspector general, under whom they shall 
1812, there shall be formed 60 depots of merino be placed. | 
rams. 14. The inspectors general shall have a salary of 

2. Each of these depots shail consist of at least 8000 francs per annum, and 4000 francs for the ex- 
15), or at most 250 rams. nses of their circuit. : 

3. They shall be entrusted to land owners, or far- 15. ‘The common inspectors shall have a salary 
mers, Who shall maintain and take care of them, of 8900 francs per annum, and 40U0 francs for the 
receiving the profit which arises from the fleece, and expenses of their circuit. 
an annual imdemnity, to be, in the first instance, 16. To carry the preceding measure into execu- 
revulaied by our minister, according to the price tion, there shall be piaced, at the disposal of our mi- 
of todder, and other local circumstances. nister of the interior, a fund of 600,000 frances for 

4. When the season shall arrive, the rams shall 1811, and successively for other yeuxs, the sum ne- 
be distributed gratuitously among the owners of the cessary to complete and maintain the depots till the 
native ttocks, who shall take care of thein, shall be system ot amelioration shall be fully attained. 
answerabie for them, except in cases of unavoidable Our ministers of the inieiior, of finance, and the 
accidents, and shall return them to the depot, atier treasury, are charged, each as fur as it concerns 
using them. him, with the execution of the present decree, 

5. The number of depots shall be annually in- which shall be inserted in the bulletin of laws. 
creased for seve years, till there shall be 5uv. (Signed) NAPOLEON, 

6. Their situations shall be determined by our} By command of the emperor, 
minister of the interior, according to the wants of H. 8. Duke of Bassano. 
breeders, and other local circumsiances. 

7. In order to form these depots, all the rams 
shall be taken which are on our imperial farms, ex- 
cept a reserve for their own wznts; ail those, which 
shal! in future be produced théreof; all those, which 
shall from time to time be bougit of individuals, 
they being ascertained by the inspectors, of whom 
mention will be made below, to be of pure race; 
without admixture. 

8. Every owner of a flock, therefore, which i 
Enown to be or pure blood as abuve described, is 
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Mr. Anderson’s Speech. 


In the senaie of the United States, Dec. 17, 1811, in 
snpiport of this motion to reduce the number of regi- 
menis proposed in the 5!) to raise an additional 
militury force, and in rep'y to Mr. Giles. 

Myr. Anderson said, he was nota httle surprised 
io hear the gentleman from. Virginia (Mr. Giles,) 
say that he was unprepared to oppose.a very unex. 
pected motion, when he (Mr. A.Y had two days be- 
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fore, whilst the bill was under consideration, sug- 
gested his intention in Ais place, to make the motion 
he had now made; upon which the honorable 
member expressed a wisi to postpone the conside- 
ration of the question, and immediately moved the 
postponement of the bill, which was not opposed, 
aud of course prevailed. Mr. A. said, that the mo- 
tion was not therefore made withou. due notice, and 
he would add without due consideration. He had 
consulted with a number of the members of this 
honorable body, for whose judgment and opinions 
he had great respect, and with whose approbation 
and he might indeed add, at whose instance, the 


motion had been made. He was however himself 


ready and wiilimg to meet ail the responsibility tha’ 


might attach to it; notwithstanding the surprise of 


the honorable member as to the question from which 
jt had come. . 

Mr. A. sid, he should not pretend to ry to all 
the various observations the gentleman had thought 
proper to make, very many of which he considered 
‘altogether irrevelant to the quéstion under conside- 
ration, but which might perhaps answer some other 
purpose which the honorable member might have 
In view. 

Mr. Anderson said, he was as strongly impressed 
with the necessity of a sufficient force, for the inva- 
‘sion of Canada, as the gentleman from Virginia 
could possibly be, and not a single expression had 

“escaped him to induce a belief that he should be un- 
willing to vote a proper and ample force for that 
service; but he difiered greatly with the gentleman, 
as to the kind of force we ought immediately io 
employ. ‘The honorable member appeared io place 
his sole dependence upon regular troops; and yet, 
if he undersiood his argument, he was decidedly in 


to raise such number of regular troops as might be 
wanted upon a sudden emergency; but in the Latter, 
we should not be able to make the same exhibit.— 
What then would be the consequence? You would 
give amost mortifying proof, that your meuns were 
hot commensurate to your ends: that your pian 
had been badly digested, and worse executed. And 
surely the gentleman can have no desire te present 
such a state of things, at the very moment when all 
the energies of the nation seem to be required. Mr. 
A. said, to avoid this extraordinary exhibit, was 
also one of his objects; and this in his opinion, 
could be done by taking the course he had contem- 
plated; reduce the number of regulars, and supply 
the deficiency by volunteers. This he firmly be- 
lieved was in our power. Combine the two corps; 
tz2ke nearly an equal number of each; and the ob. 
ject mtended could be effected. Mr..A. said, he 
was convinced that it was the mode the president 
had contemplated: and he entirely approved it; and 
if the honorable member had attended to another 
part of the president’s message, where it speaks of 
volunteers, he must himself have been convinced, 
that the president did not mean to make the descent 
upon Canada with the 10,000 regulars only; which 
had been uuderstood as the gentleman had stated, 
to be the auxiliary force referred to in the message. 
The object of the president cannot be beiter ex- 
plained than by referring to the message itself. He 
lsays—“I recommend accordingly, that adequate 
‘provision be made for filling the ranks and prolong- 
\ing the enlistments of the regular troops; for an 
‘auxiliary force, to be engaged for a more limted 
‘time; tor the acceptance of volunteer corps whose 
‘patriotic ardor May court a par icipation im wrgent 
services.” The manner in wh:ch the president 








‘favor of making a descent upon Canada early in the | spe: ks of the volunteers can leave no doubt upon the 
spring. As to the timeyéMr. A. agreed with him;'mind of any one, as to the service in which they 
bit as io the means, he certainly differed very great-| were to be employed—they ae evidenily intended 
ly from him. The number of regulars coniemplat-; to be unived with the regular troops to perform ur- 
ed by the gentleman could not possibly be raised: gent services, according to the express language of 


within the time; he was therefore of opinion, that: the message. Mr. A. would ask the honorable 
aless number ought to be inserted in the bill. It ;member, what was the urgent service meant by the 


thorized ihe regiments in the peace establishment 


‘to be filled; they would require at least 6,000 men; 


add thereto, 25,000 more, the number proposed by 


“the honorable member; and he wou!d ask hin to 


answer candidly, whether he really believed that so 
great a number of troops could be enlisted within 
the time req'tired tor the service to be performed. 
Mr. A. said, impressed as he was, with a firm belief, 


that not more than half the number proposed by the 


hon. member could be enlisted within the time they 


‘must take the field;in order to act efficiently against 


Caneda, he could not see the propriety of retzining 


“the whole number contemplated by the bill. Myr. 
‘A: said it must be well known to every gentlemen, 
«that the invasicn of Canada must necessarily take 


place before the breaking up of ihe ice in the river 
St. Lawrence; otherwise, twice 25,000 would be 
required; because large reinforcements, as soon as 
an opportutity presenied, would most certainly be 
thrown into that country. Mr. A. said, upon a fair 
view of the whole subject, as it presented iiself 10 
hin, he was decidediy of opinion that the number 
of reguiar troops .o be raised by tha: bill, ought not 
to exceed 16,000, and he hud no hesitation im say- 
ing that in his opinion, us efficient a force yould be 
raised under such a provision witiin ‘be time limited 


. for. (King the field,as wouid be rzised were the present 
—nornber in the bill retained—and m the former case. 


we should prove to our enemies, that we were able 


_ should be vecoliecied that we had very recently au-/ president? most certainly a descent upon Canada, 


tin whieh the regulars and volunteers were equally 
ito participate. Why then the hon. member had taken 
‘so much palms to prove thst the 10,000 regulars 
were the only military force wi h -vhicii the president 
‘had intended to perform the wreent service referred 
ito in his message, Mr. Avwas at a loss to compre- 
‘hend; for he understood the message, and objects 
‘of it very differently; and he should have expected 
‘that the candor of the hon. meniber would have 
‘induced him to have given ihe message a fair inter- 
pretation. That he had not done so must be sup- 
posed to proceed fiom his recent, but very s:rong 
attuchment to a regular military force. However, 
anti-repubiican this doctrine had formerly been, it 
seemed now to be viewed through a different medi- 
um by the hon. member fiom Virginia. Mr. A. 
said, that having, as he thought, proved by a fair 
‘interpretation of the presideni’s message, that he 
‘intended to unite the volunteers, (that might be 
thought requisi.¢) with the regular troops, to per- 
form the urgent serwces ot which he speaks,he would 
endeavor to present a fair and impartial vicw of 
the course recommended by the president, and 
compare it with the course which hed been taken 
and so strenuously supported by the hon. meniber 
from Virgiania. The president had recommended 
he raising of velunieers: and it was incidentally 
made known, that the auxiliary force spoken of, 
was 10,000 regular troops. I; then provision had 
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been immediately made by law for raising 10,000 
rerular troops, and also for raising volunteers, those 
troops now would be in a state of preparation; a 
considerable number of regular troops would ere 
now have been enlisted, and the chance of getting 
the whole number greatly increased. If time had 
been afforded, as it ought to have been, the laws 
passed within two or three weeks after congress met, 
which might have been done, a sufficient regular 
force would, in all probability, have been in a state 
of readiness in all the month of April; and the num- 
ber of volunteers which might have been required to 
mike up the necessary force, wouid no doubt long 
since have offered their services, and the whole 
have been in a s‘ate of prepara:ion to take the field 
in time to have pe*formed the arduous services con- 
templated by the presiaent.. But instead of that 
course having been pursued, what has been done? 
Your first military bill reported only a few days ago, 
is now under consideration; the session now almost 
halfexvired, and ai this laie period, the honora- 
ble member, to whom as chairman of the commii- 
tee, &c. the whole management of the military bu- 
siness was referred, insists upon raising twenty-five 
thousand regular troops, whose duty it shall be to 
mike a descent upon Cunada, in all the month of 
May. Can the gen'leman be serious? Does he be- 
lieve it practicable’ Ife does, Mr. A. said, he shouid 
be obliged to believe, that the hon. member was in 
eirnest some days «co, when he assured the senate 
that he knew very iitte of military affairs. Myr. A. 
said, from the proots we have répeatedly had, of the 
difficulty in obtaining men by enlistment for so long 
a time as five years, and the want in our country of 
those kinds of materials of which regular troops are 
made, he did not believe that one half the number 
proposed to be raised by the bitl could be enlisted 
within the time required. Mr. A. said, that although 
he was not as much in the habit of prophesying as 
the hon. member, hfe would, under all the circum- 
stances, adveniure to predict, that the scheme of now 
raising twenty-five thousand regular trocps, to per- 
form the arduous service contemplated in the presi- 
dent’s message, would en cuvely fail,and that the course 
pointed out by the president must at last be adapted; 
that is, to unite volunteers with reguiar troops. 

Mr. A. said, he trusted Uaat the honorable mem- 
ber and himself had in view the same objec*, but 
differed as to the means of carrying it into effec; 
the means proposed by the honorable meinber 
were regular troops oniy. It then the bill should 
piss to raise twenty-five thousand, entire depen- 
dence would, in ail probability, be placed upon 
the regular troops, ordered to be raised; the conse- 
quence, as he had before said, would be, that the 
whole object must fail. He was thevciove for tak- 
inv ali the rerular troops that could be raised in 
time, and supplying the additiond number of men, 
Wiich might be wanted, by volunteers: fifteen or 
twenty thousand of whom could, he liad no doub:, 
be brought into the field, before ten thousand or the 
trevular troops contemplated by tie biil, could be 
enlisted by this mode. Notwithstanding so much | 
tine had been lost, an efficient army might yet be 
provided in time to carry into effect the objccts of 
the government, which, Mr. A. said, de did not 
belicve, could or would be done, if dependence 
Were placcd only upon the regular troops. Not- 


teers, as upon the newly raised regular troops. The 
volunteers could have the same chance of discipline 
that the new regulars would have. A sufficient 
number of those who offered their services, might 
be called into the field, as early as the season would 
admit, and placed under strict discipline; to which, 
for their own honor they would readily submits 
may require, if left to their own choice; for the 
first object they would have in view, would be to 
acquire military skill; and they would not only be 
very soon prepared to perform field duty, but might 
be entirely depended upon for any other service 
Witness the prowess of the volunteers at the battle 
on the Wabash, and these had not been disciplined 
atall. Mr. A. said, he expected the honorable 
member would admit, that the materials of which 
the volunteers would be composed, would be at 
least equal te?those of which the regular troops 
would be formed; and ihe officers of the volunteer 
corps beiag appointed by the president, would, he 
had not a doubt, faithfully perform their duty— 
These, said Mr. A. are means completely in our 
power; and he considered it our best policy, as well 
as our duty, to bring them into action. Mr. A. 
said, in addition to the efficiency of the means which 
he proposed to bring into the field, it would have 
one very considerabie advantage over the regular 
army of the honorable member. It would be more 
conformable to the true principles of the consti- 
tution, and would consequently be more accepta- 
ble to the nation. The confidence with which he 
had spoken of volunteers, was not founded upon 
Visionary theory, but practical experience; he-had 
ofien in the revolution had opportunity to witness 
their military ardor, and persevering firmness; on 
two occasions, im particular, the one at Connecti- 
cut farms, the other at Springfield, in the spring of 
1780. The enemy had advanced, in force about 
‘wo thousand, to a place called connecticut firms, 
about four miles from Elizabeth-Town, New-—Jer- 
sey—The only troops that were within striking dis- 
tance, to oppose this force, was the brigade of 
Jersey regulars, containing then abow+ « thousand 
men; many volunteers, however, flocked to their 
standard—the enemv were met by this force—a bat- 
tle ensued—the American army hed the advantage 
of the ground; but the right wing of the enemy, 
extended so tar, that if not suddenly checked, it 
vould have enabled them to have flanked our left. 
It was necessary to prevent it—services of this 
; kind must be promptly rendered—tfour hundred re- 
‘onlars and two hundred volunteers were ordered io 
execute it; no more could be spared from the line. 
A good position alone could have’ justified the at- 
tempt, with the disparity of numbers. It was first 
made by maneceuvre, but it was soon found, it could 
only be done by the bayonet. A determined chuarge 
was made, and it was successful; the enemy were 
repulsed; the volunteers were upon the lef: nota 
man broke his ranks.. Some brave fellows fell, but 
heir pluces were immediately filled; all behaved 
with the firmness of veterans. ‘Phe next day, 
ihose troops had the thanks of General Washing- 
ton in general orders. Those volunteers had only 
joined the regulars a few duvs before the acuion— 
In about two weeks afier, the enemy advanced im 
wreater force—about five thousand—the troops who 
had been in the former action, hed Kept their post- 


withstanding the litile confidence which the honor-| tion where the batde had been fought; it was ad- 


able member seems disposed to piace in the volun- 
teers, Mr. A. said, he had no hesitation in giving 
Ki, as his most decided opinion, that a: least as 


vantageous for an inferior force; it was a defile, 
covered for some distance on the tight by a morass; 
on the left it was not weli protecied. Against this 








much dependence might be placed upon the volun-} position, the enemy agoin advancec; and by their 
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increased numbers, they were enabled to extend 
their right wing so far as completely to turn our 
left. We were obliged to retreat; but not without 
having kept the enemy a considerable time in 
check. You know, Mr. President, there is no si- 
tuation so trying to the bravery _and firmness of 
troops, as a retreat (for even you, sir, I believe, had 
to retveat sometimes.) The volunteers, upon this 
eccusion, behaved like themselves; a sullen, indig- 
nant step, maiked their movements; and from the 
mouths of ineir guns they spoke to the enemy the 
language of defiance; the enemy did not advance 
one mile, before a fortunate position, supported by 
determined bravery, enabled the united force of the 
regulars and volunteers to arrest their progress 
for the remainder of the day. This day’s action 
began with the dawn of the morning, and continu- 
ed until the setting of the sun, when the enemy 
fell back to take a secure position against the ex- 
pected attacks of the night. During the whole of 
this day’s action, the volunteers kept the stations 
assigned them, which they sustained with as much 





firmness as the regular troops. Many of them 


versation, to justify the insinuations made by the 
eslagrage that he was unwilling to vote a sufficient 
orce for the invasion of Canada: On the contrary, 
he believed that no man who had séen active mili- 
tary service, and who had any knowledge of the 
situation and state of that country, woul say that 
it would be prudent or safe, to make a descent upon 
Canada, with a force of less than twerity-five thou- 
sand men; peculiar circumstances might, however, 
render it necessary, to attempt it with a smaller 
number, and depend upon immediate supplies be- 
ing furnished, to sustain the ground that might be 
acquired. Mr. A. said, the honorable member had 
intimated thai he had not taken into consideration, 
the peculiar situation of the United States in rela- 
tion to the Floridas, and the other parts of the 
southern and western froniiers—He said, he was 
much indebted to the honorable member, for evinc- 
ing so much interest for those sections of the union 
—but Mr. A. said, he considered those already 
provided for, by the provision made to fill up the 
regiments on the establishment, which when com- 
plete, would amount to ten thousand men—this 


were killed and wounded. Among the number,| number will be quite competent to all the objects 


were said to be seven of one family connexion,| suggested by the honorzble member, and it had 
not been eontemplated, that he had heard, to re- 


brothers-in-law, and cousins; several of whom he 
bad himself seen after the action. Scenes like this, 
Mr. Presideut (said Mr. A.) of which we have been 
an eve witness—znd in which he claimed some par- 
ticipation, had given him that confidence in volun- 


tecrs, Which he had evinced to the senate in the! 


course of his observations, and which, he said, 
should never cease but with his existence. They 
are, sir, the best military materials in your country 
—hey are the flowers of vour forests; they ought 
not to be thrown into the beck, the better to enable 
the hono:ab.e member from Virginia to present his 
regulars in front. , 

Mi. A. said, Ihave stated, Mr. President, per- 
haps with some warmth, the grounds upon which 
my confidence in volunieers has been founded; and 
be it ren-smbhered said Mr. A. that they were mili- 
tia volunteers. He said, he ought to have stated, 
that the enemy they had encountered, was compos- 
ed of regulars and Hessians—the whole under the 
commund of the Hessian gen. Knyphausen. Mr. A. 
suid, the volun‘eers he now proposed raising, he 
would have engaged for nine or twelve months, 
f-cm the time oi their reaching the place of general 
rendezvous. They shouid be engaged by officers 
to be appointed by the president, under such regu- 
lations (of course) as might be provided by law; 
but which could not now be well detailed. 

Mr. A. said, he should now offer ome observa- 
tions upon the number of troops that ought to be 
employed. He said, ihat the invasion of Canada 
was not now contemplated for the first time—it 
had often been a subject of conversation, whenever 
there had been eny prospect of a war with England. 
It has beén considered as the most convenient mean 
which we could make reprisal, and thereby obtain 
some small] reparation for the many losses and inju- 
ries, Which have been sustained from the depreda- 
tions committed upon the honor and interests of 
the nation. Mr. A. said, that upon different ocea- 
sions, he had always given it as his epinion, that a 
descent upon Canada ough: never to be attempted 
with a force of less than twenty-five thousand mien; 
that such a force wouid make an awful inipression, 
and would in all probabiliw save many valuable 
lives; as no opposing fo.ce, in the usual state of 
the country, would be able to meet it in the field. 
Mr. A. said, he repeaied, that no expression had 
escaped lim, either in public debate or private con- 











move any of these troops from the south or west— 
consequently the situation of those parts of the 
union, can have no relation to the number of men 
to be raised, by the bill under consideration.— 
These troops are understood to be exclusively for 
the northern section—and with that express view 
they are to be raised. Mr. A. said, before he quit- 
ted the subject of the southern and western frontier, 
he felt himself constrained to take notice of some 
very extraordinary language, used by the honorable 
member in relation to the intentions of the late and 
present presidents, respecting the city of Orleans, 
in the event of a war with England. It was ex- 
tremely painful to doubt the correctness of any 
gentleman’s statement; but this was of so very ex- 
traordinucy a character, that in duty to the sec- 
tion of the country he represented, and from the re- 
spect due to those distinguished characters, Mr. 
A. suid, he considered himself bound to tzke notice, 
in a particular manner, of the assertions made by 
the honorable member from Virginia. Mr. A. said, 
the words had very much surprised him, when he 
heard them uttered: and he had immediately writ- 
ten them down. ‘The honorshle member has said, 
that he did know, that in the event of a war, it 
was the intention of the late president, to let the 
English take Orleans without opposition, and leave 
it to the western people to retake it themselves; and 
he did believe that it was the intention of the pre- 
sent administration to act in the same way. . [Mr. 
Giles attempted to explain; but Mr. A. insisted 
that the words as he had tuken them down were 
correct, for which he appealed to the house. Mr. 
G. desisted from making any further attempt at 
expl.nation, and Mr. A. proceededj]—If, sir, said 
Mr. A. I could believe that the late president of the 
United States capable of such an act; capuble of so 
deliberate an infringement of the letter and spirit 
of the constitution, and all the moral and _ political 
obligations by which he was bound to his country 
and to his duty, I should not hesitate to say that 
all his well-earned fame ought to be for evet 
merged in such an atrocious, contemplated act.— 
But, said Mr. A. knowing as1 do, , the motives and 
views by which the laie president had been uniform- 
ly actuated with respect to the whole western cout 
try, [have very solid reason to helieve he never 
contemplaied, nor was he capable of committing 
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so daring an outrage on the rights and interests of j tire confidence, should an occas 


the whole western section of the union What, 
Mr. President, would any one of the old states say, 
at thus being thrown out of the protection of the 
union’—nay, what would be the impulse of the 
nation, were the president capable of declaring, 
that in the event of a war with an enemy, no mat- 
ter whom, he would leave either Philadelphia, New- 
York or Boston, without offering any defence, to 
be taken possession of by the army of the enemy, 
and leave it to the citizens of the state, whose town 
should be thus occupied, to retake it themselves?— 
Sir, the indignation of these people, and of the 
nation, would rise to such a height, that whatever 
respect, esteem or veneration, they might have had 
for him--all would be instantly swept from their 
bosoms, and he would be hurled from their confi- 
dence forever. But, said Mr. A. the well earned 
fame of our Jate ilhistrious ehief, is his shield and 
his buckler, as well upon this, as ithas been upon 
many other occasions; and an elucidation of fucts 
will test the correcctness of the assertion made by 
the honorable member trom Virginia. If, Mr. Pre- 
sident, there was any one part of the United States 
dearer to the late president than any other, in a 
national point of view, Mr. A. said, he should na- 
turally suppose it was New-Orleans. It was, as it 
were, his owa begotten child; he had nursed it in 
its infancy, and had almost reared it to manhood.— 
Sir, he could never forsake it; much less could he} 
voluntarily surrender it, to be sacked and plunder- 
ed, as it most certainly would be, by a mercenary 
foe. I will now, Mr. President, examine some 
facts, said Mr. A. which haye a strong bearing up- 
on the assertion made by the honorable member 
from Virginia. It would be recollected by every 
honorable member upon this floor, that some few 
years ago, when it was understood that general 
Prescot, with a body of troops, had sailed from 
Halifax, with intent, as it was expected, for the 
mouth of the Mississippi, the then president ap- 
prehended the movement might possibly be to 
possess Orleans. What was the conduct of the 
president on that occasion? Did he leave it de- 
fenceless for the enemy to take? No, sir, he im- 
mediately gave orders for all the troops that could 
be collected within almost any reasonable distance, 
to march immediaiely for the protection of the 
place; and those that were near the sea-board were 
instantly transported by water; and every exertion 
was made to throw a sufficient force into Orleans 
and its vicinity, to afford it the most ample proiec- 
tion. This, sir, happened shortly before the presi. 
dent went out of office; and no other occasion pre- 
sented itself of evincing his good disposition to- 
ward that portion of the union, until he was suc- 
ceeded by the present chief magistrate, who has 
also been measurably implicated in the same charge, 
by the honorable member; but of this he has only 
expressed his belief; he has not, however, told us 
upon what that belief is founded. Inasmuch, then, 
Mr. President, as this charge exists only in the 
beliefof the honorable member, it is fair to pre- 
sume puricy of mtention on the part of the execu- 
tive, until the contrary shall appear; and this, Mr. 
A. said, he felt entirely confident never would ap- 
pear. ‘The uniform tenor oi the president’s moral 
and political rectitude, were ample vouchers for the 
correciness of his motives and ihe pucity of hi 

intentions. Mr. A. said, so far as we have had an 
Opporiunitv of judging of the disposition of the 
present chief magisurate, in relacion to the protec 


. 

ion present, that the 

president would faithfully, ably and impartially, dis- 
charge the duties he ewed to every part of the union. 
‘Mr. A. said, the observations of the honorable 
member, respecting the secretary of the treasury, 
the financial department, and the admmustration as 
connected with it, required and should receive an 
answer. Mr. A. said, he considered himself pecu- 
liarly bound to support the secretary, a8 he had 
been the innocent cause, by introducing him into 
the debate, in the course of the observations he had 
made, in support of his motion, and thereby bring- 
ing upon him the animadversions, which the hen- 
orable member had taken occasion to make. His 
attack upon the secretary is of a singular kind; he 
does net impeach a single official act of that officer, 
but throws out vague msinuations in so untangible 
a shape, as almost to defy an enquiry into their 
truth. The official acts of a public officer are al- 
ways free subjects of investigation and discussion; 
but, does it comport with the dignity of a member 
of this body to asperse without proof, not his acis, 
bui his supposed opinions. The honorable mem- 
ber presumes the secretary gave his assent to the 
repeal of the salt tax—Upon what authority does 
he found this opinion of the secretary? No proof 
can be given of it. Mr. A. said, he had always un- 
derstood that the seeretary was opposed to the re- 
peal of that tax. His numerous reports prove the 
fact, in all of which, if they are examined, 1t will be 
found, that he considered that duty as one of the 
branches of revenue upon which he relied. But 
there would be no criminality, if we were to sup- 
pose that the secretary had joined in the general 

opinion and given his assent to the repeal, as we 
as the honorabie member has done; the fact, how- 
ever, Mr. A. averred to be otherwise. That officer 
must be supposed more alive to every thing comnect- 
ed with the treasury, than other members of the 
government. So far had the secretary carried this 
feeling towards the treasusy, that he was not enly 
opposed to the repeal of the salt tax; but, Mr. A. 
had always understood that he was opposed to the 
repeal of the internal taxes at the time they took 
place; with a view no doubt not only to be abie to 
meet all the demands that could be legally mace 
upon the treasury, but to procure a surplus, to 
meet any coniingency that the peculiar state of our 
foreign relations might demand. How then the 
honorable member can charge the secretary with 
the deficiency which the salt tax would have pre- 
venied, according to the gentleman’s calculation, 
Mr A. said he was at a loss toknow. The honora- 
ble member ought more properly to charge his own 
complaisance with the great deficit which he seems 
so anxious to charge to the secretary. The secre- 
tary Was opposed to the repeal of the sali tax 
from his opinion of the correciness of it. The 
honorable member was also opposed to 1, for the 
same reason; but from the complaisance, he lim- 
self tells us, he voted for the repewl. He, then, and 
not the secreiary, is answerabie to the treasury tor 
the great loss sustained by the repexl of that tax; 
ior he has told us, that iis repeal depended upon 
his single vote; and that vote he gave from com- 

plaisance, not trom a conviction oi its correctness. 
The honorable member charges the treasury de- 
partment with a recession from the difficulties of the 
nation during the last three years—and wi.h the 
unwillingness of the secretary to afford the useful- 
ness of his ialents to government. Mr. A. said he 
could not well understand the mcaning of this 





tion of Orleans, we had not the smallest reason to 
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charge, as the honorable member acknowledges 
that government had not called on the secretury tor 
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greater exertions. Mr. A. said he would ask the{¢essary expenses, the pressure fell on whom? On 


honorable member,—in what do that recession and 
unwillingness consist? Have not all the duties of 
the office been performed? Has the secretary ever 
shrunk from responsibility upon any occasion, or 
declined answering to the fullest extent, any of the 
calls made upon him by congress, either. for infor- 
maiion or opinion? Has he not carried the financial 
bark safely to this moment, notwithstanding the 
difficulties of the times? Have not all the public 
engagements been fulfilled; all the increased ex- 
pences been defrayed; notwithstanding the de- 
crease of revenue, occasioned by the state of our 
foreign relations? What is then meant by recession? 
Does the hono:able member mean to say, that it 
was the duty of the secretary to point out new 
branches of revenue; while those already existing 
were sufficient to defray the expences authorised 
by law? At this moment, whilst we are acting on 
the subject of the army, which will (greatly) more 
than double the public expenses, the honorable 
member does not deign to enquire into the ways 
and means. He scouts the very idea, and finds great 
fault with him (Mr. A.) because he presumed to 
make some enquiry into the present state of the 
national treasury. Whether we now vote six or 
ten regiments of infantry, with the addition of those 
of artillery and horse, the expense will be great; 
but we think it necessary some additional troops 
shall be raised, and will vote accordingly.. After 
they shall have been authorised, and not before, the 
treasury department may properly be called upon, 
te point out the resources and present them to our 
consideration. The honorable member, not satis- 
Sed with his vague charge of what he calls a reces- 
Sion of the treasury department, extends the charge 
ina most extraordinary manner, to the late and 
present administrations. To their indisposition to 
press on the treasury, and to disturb the repose and 
popularity of the sccretary of the treasury, the 
honorable member ascribes the measures, which in 
his opinion had dishenored the nation, the last 
three years. Can this be correct, Mr. President? 
€an this house believe that the late and present 
administrations would be capable of acting upon 
such principles? The honorable member has roundly 
asseried that the late president; that Mr. Jetferson, 
whenever he was opposed to what he deemed unne- 
cessary expense, instead of being actuated by his 
known aversion to saddle such an expense on the 
people, instead of being, as he expressed it, averse 
to taking from the mouth of labor its hard earnings, 
had no other motive but a fear to disturb the repose 
and popularity of the secretary of the treasury! 
Bui, Mr. President, what is the treasury, abstractly 
Speaking; and what does the honorable member 
mean, by a fear to press on the treasury? The offi- 
cers oi the treasury are mere agenis to receive and 
te pay the money which is coilecied from the peopie. 
There is never any real pressure on the treasury. 
Xi there be at any time a pressure for the purpose of 
defraying any expense, it is a pressure on the people, 
who must pay the money. Whe her the treasury 
has ten or twenty millions to coilect from the peo- 
ple, and to pay to the other agents of government, 
the repose of the secretary is in not in the least 
disturbed. When, during the revolutionary war, 
congress was obliged to call on the people for heavy 
taxes, or enable to redeem our paper-money, the 
pressure fe:l on the people, who hid the taxes to 
pay and in whose hands the paper-money died 
away. When notwithstanding hese madequate 
resources, We were un«ble to defray the most ne- 
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your emp.y treasury? No, sirm—it fell on the army 
—on the defenders of your country—on those war- 
worn veterans; who were scantily fed, hardly clothed, 
and not paid at ali, and whose earnings at least, tel} 
mto the hands of speculating harpies. But, sir, 
what eflect had this state of things upon the per- 
sonal repose of your then commissioners of the 
treasury? Not the least,—excep: so far as they felt 
for the distresses of their country, and identified 
themselves with its faie; and it is only in this 
point of view, said Mr. A. that the repose of a se- 
cretary ot your treasury can be disturbed on simi- 
lar occasions. That substitution of the treasury— 
of the chest into which the taxes are paid,—to the 
people themselves who pay them, is one of those 
equivoques of which the honorable member is so 
fond. It is, however, an artifice too thiniy veiied, 
to deceive the senaie, or mislead our consti.ucnts. 
Mr. A. said, the course taken by the honorable 
member had been so devious, that it had been hard 
to follow him, and indeed sometimes to understand 
his meaning correctly. Mr. A. suid, he could not, 
nor had he intended when he rose, to answer all 
the observations of the honoréble member—he had 
selected the most promineni, and should answer 
only two more. The honorabie member had szid, 
that to the unwillingness of the laic and present ad- 


present situation of our country. Aithough he has 
made this charge against the admuistrations, he 
his not specified any case, in which the present 
administration had retused to incur expense. Mr. 
A. supposed i: would have been rather too bold a 
charge, afier the measures adopted by the president, 
and with their result now betore us: he had how- 
ever specified two cases under the former adminis- 
tration—a refusal to incur the expense-necessary to 
carry the embargo into efiect, and a rejection by 
the house of representatives of a propos:tion to au- 
thorise contingent leiters of marque and reprisal. 
Mr. A. said, he had always understood, that the 
executive had used with great assiduity every means 
which had been placed in his hands by congress, to 
carry inio efiect the several embargo laws; that the 
laws were as well executed as any restrictive laws, 
of so pressing a character, could have been upon 
so extensive a coast, and more so than the resiric- 
tive laws of Great-Britain and France had ever 
been, with all their navies and their numerous ar- 
mies; and that it was not because this law was not 
well executed that it was repealed; but in conse 
quence of another consider:tion, weil Known to 
the honorable member himscit, who can give as 
accurate a history of the repeal of that law, as any 
honorabie member of either house. Mr. A. said, 
with respect io the failure, on the part of the 
house of representatives to adopt contingent letters 
of marque and reprisal, he could not see how that 
could with any propriety be attributed to the late 
president. He did not indcec, by any official mes- 
suge, recommend such a mexsure, and the cor- 
rectness of such a course might well be doubted, 
upon constitutional grounds. But, Mr. A. suid, be 
well Knew that the president was anxious for a pro- 
vision of that kind, as a substitute for the en: bargo: 
whether in the precise phrascology of the provision 
the house rejecied, Mr. A. could not say; but know- 





ing, 2s he did, that the president was desirous of 3 
strong substitute, he was sorry that ihe hon mem- 





Iso important a measure, Which he was ino Wy 
responsibie. 
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